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that theory cannot be considered proved in the
presence of the fact that many human beings
close their eyes upon the world before they are
capable of exercising any moral or intellectual
choice whatever.
It may prove, upon investigation, that all
religious theories and all creeds are nothing
more than the desperate and pathetic attempts
of humanity, conscious of an instinctive horror
of suffering, and of an inalienable sense of their
right to happiness, to provide a solution for the
appalling fact that many human beings seem
created only to suffer and to be unhappy. The
mystery is a very dark one ; and philosophy is
still not within reach of explaining how it is that
a sense of justice should be implanted in man by
the Power that appears so often to violate that
conception of justice.
The fact is that the progress of science has
created an immense demand for the quality of
faith and hopefulness, by revealing so much that
is pessimistic in the operation of natural law. If
we are to live with any measure of contentment
or tranquillity, we must acquire a confidence that
God has not, as science tends to indicate, made all
men for nought. We must, if we can, acquire
some sort of hope that it is not in mere wanton-
ness and indifference that He confronts us with
the necessity for bearing the things that He has
made us most to dread. It may be easy enough